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in Landshut
Miriam Gebauer / Marieke Ringel

T

he municipal museums of Landshut are exhibiting ceramic
vessels by Richard Batterham from the Rudolf Strasser collection from October 2008 until 1 March 2009.
Batterham was born in Wokingham, Surrey in 1936 and trained
at the Leach Pottery. He has been working as a potter in Dorset for
50 years.
The exhibition at the Museum Kreuzgang ("Cloister Museum") in
Landshut is a good opportunity for students of the Keramikschule
Landshut to gain an insight into the ceramic work of Richard Batterham and also to examine the exhibits critically.
It is particularly valuable for us to gain an impression of the
character of the man behind the ceramics. This is made possible by
the large selection of pots on display.
A central theme of straightforwardness is very much in evidence
and runs through Batterham's work as well as his life: thus he works
with a vocabulary of forms and colours reduced to a minimum,
which lends the ceramics an unmistakable and natural character –
heavy, earthy forms and traditional glazes.
Part of the principle of simplicity is throwing on a kick wheel and
preparing the clay himself. Batterham is convinced that electricity
saps physical energy. All of this lends his work a highly authentic
character. No sense of meticulous perfection is to be found in his
work; much rather a natural liveliness that comes from the marks
from the production process – "faults" – lending the pieces an unmistakable individuality.
In spite of being a production potter, Batterham succeeds in
giving each piece a sense of individuality through channelling the
surface, using stamps and cutting the surfaces of the pots as well
as by his combinations of glazes and the firing.
With many years of experience of adhering consistently to his
working methods, he is able to control results up to a point. But
for us as learners in the world of ceramics it is nevertheless very
difficult for us to form a definite opinion as Batterham's work in the
exhibition seems unapproachable at first.
It is necessary to study his work closely to develop a feeling for
it. This is the case especially in the entrance area of the exhibition,
where a large photo has been placed in which Richard Batterham
is turning his back to us. If this is intended to be a curtain that
Batterham draws between himself and his viewers, then it certainly
succeeds in awakening our curiosity.
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Miriam Gebauer (22) and Marieke Ringel (24) are students at the Fachschule für
Keramik, Landshut.
Note:
A comprehensive catalogue of the exhibition is available from Museum Kreuzgang,
Alter Franziskanerplatz 1, D-84026 Landshut, Germany
T. +49 (0)871/9223890, F. 9223899.
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